the book, effectively published in 1978, is at once 3 years out-of-date. I recently reviewred a multi-author symposium on the same topic. Dated 1976 and published early 1977: this contains more recent developments. In measuring tumour size, one sympathizes and agrees with the author's recommendation to accept classification by reference to the size of hen's eggs: large, medium or small. This again dates the book, because EEC regulations now require eggs to be graded on a numerical scale.
This book should be read by both experts and newcomers; the technical parts of the book are superb. But be warned. vieNw of the published w-ork on the carcinogenicity of chemicals. This volume wvill follow its predecessors as an invaluable reference work for scientists, industries and governmental and international agencies concerned with assessment of the risk and benefits of using these chemicals. If, however, readers expect that the Monographs w%ill provide for each chemical a comprehensive assessment of risk, they will be disappointed. In the first place, for many of the chemicals there are remarkably sparse carcinogenicity data. The animal carcinogenicity data were absent, or insufficient to make an assessment of carcinogenicity, in 10/18 Monographs in Vol. 15, and in only 4 were human data reported. Secondly, the evaluation of risk to man, the aim defined in the title of the Monograph series, requires that data on the human toxicity inherent in the chemical and on the particular circumstances of its use are taken into account. The Monographs do not provide a synthesis of the potency, relevant physical properties and likelihood that the chemical will be carcinogenic in man, which would define its inherent toxicity. To use the Monographs to provide an assessment of risk, admittedly a difficult task, the reader will need to be an expert, capable of evaluating the inherent toxicity and relating it to the circumstances of use. In this sense the title ofthe series is misleading.
